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EXCERPTS FROM THE MODUS TENENDI PARLIAMENT!.
The treatise here quoted is a somewhat ideal description
of the constitution of parliament towards the end of the four-
teenth century, and is a fitting appendix to the series of docu-
ments given in this volume. Its authenticity has been bitterly
assailed, and it is of course absurd to regard it as a relic of the
times of theConqueror. But it is not therefore amodern forgery.
It is found in manuscripts of the fourteentli century, and
although, on reference to contemporary writs and documents,
it is found to be frequently misleading, it may be accepted as
a theoretical view for which the writer was anxious to find a
warrant in immemorial antiquity. The following excerpts are
taken from the edition published in iS^jG by the Jate Deputy
Keeper of the Records, Sir Thomas Duffus Hardy, and with
his permission. (For a discussion of its date see the article by
C. Bemont in Melanges Julion Havct, Paris, 1895.)

Hie describitur modus, quomodo parliamentum regis
Angliae et Anglicorum suoruin tenebotur tempore regis
Edwardi filii regis Ethcldrcdi ; qui quidem modus recital us
fuit per discrctiores rcgni coram Willelmo duce Normanniae
et Conquestore ct rege Angliae, ipso Conquestore hoc praeci-
picnte, et per ipsum approbatus, et suis temporibus ac etiam
temporibus successorum suorum regum Angliae usitatus.

Summontiio Parliamcnt-i.

Surnrnonitio parliament praecedere debet primum diem
parliament! per quadraginta dies.

Ad parliamentum summoneri et venire debeni, ralionc
tenurae suae, omnes et singuli archiepiseopi, episcopi, abbates,
priores, et alii majorcs cleri, qui tenont per comitatum vel
baroniam, ratione hujusmodi tenurae, et nulli niiuores nisi
eorum praesentia et eventus aliunde qnam pro tenuris suis
requiratur, ut si sint de consilio re^is, vel eorum prai^sentia
necessaria vel utilis reputetur ad parliamentiim ; et illis
tenetur rex ministrarc sumptus et oxpcnsas suas dc^ veniondo
et morando ad parliamentum ; ncc clcbrnt hujusmodi clerici
minores summoneri ad parliamentum, sed rex solebat talibus